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4A Proclamation for the maintaining and — 


of the Mines of Saltpeter, and the true making and working 
of Saltpeter and Gu npowder and reforming of all abuſes 
concerning the ſame. 


He Kings TOP" Excellent MAIE STI E, taking into his ſerious 


Jo MN and pꝛouident conſideration and care, the moſt impoꝛtant vle of Salt- 
peter and Gunpowder alwell foꝛ the ſupply of his owne Nauy Royal, 
and other the ſhipping of his louing Subiects, as allo foz the ſtrength, 
Ne | ſafety, anddefence of His people and Kingdomes eſpecially in theſe 
AE ) < times of Hoſtility and danger; And calling to His Pꝛintely remem⸗ 
bꝛante, how great ableſſing of Almighty God it is vnto this Realme, 
ö that it naturally peeldeth ſufficient Mines of Saltpeter, foꝛ making of 
Gunpowder foꝛ the oꝛdinary ſtoꝛe thereof, without the vncertaine and hazardous dependance 
vpon p2ouiſions from foꝛreigne parts, if thoſe Mines and meanes be hulbanded, and pꝛouident⸗ 
ly vſed foz the beſt aduantage of the ſeruice, And remembaing alſo, that His Maieſtie not long 
ſinte, by His Royall P:oclamation , hath made knowen his Paincely care and pꝛonidente, to kur⸗ 
niſh himlelle and his Kingdomes with Saltpeter, by anew innention offered vnto His Mateſtie, 
and found pꝛobable to take ſome good effect , whereby he might in time to come, eaſe His louing 
Subiects of thoſe troubles and charges in digging oz Saltpeter in the old and appzooued way, 
which cannot other wile be auoided; And being inkoꝛmed, that the appzehenſion ofthis new In⸗ 
uention hath giuen occaſion to diners, to oppoſe the Saltpeter men, wozking in the old and oꝛdi⸗ 
nary way, by vertue of his Maieſties Commiſſion and inſtructions, which out of any new fancte, 
oz imagination, may not in the meane time be neglected;Hath with the adutce of His Pzinte Coun- 
ſell, thought fit to quicken the fozmer Oꝛders and Conſtitutions, made aud publiſhed in the firſt 
veere of his Maieſttes Reigne, with ſome additions, and explanations, fo2 His better leruite, 
and the ſeruite and ſafety ol his whole Kingdomes and Domintons, which Oꝛders and Conſti⸗ 
tutions, as they are hereafter expꝛeſſed in theſe Articles kollowing: His Maieſtie ſtraitly willeth 
and tommandeth ſhall be from hencefozth inuiolably kept and oblerued, by all perſons whom it 
ſhall concerne reſpectiuelp⸗koꝛ the better maintaining , increaſing and getting of Saltpeter, and 
true making of Gunpowder, x foz the ſuppꝛeſling xrefozmingofallabuſes concerning the ſame, 
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1. F Irſt, That no perſon oꝛ perſons whatloeuer within this Kingdome of England, oꝛ Domt- 

nion of Wales, doe from hencefoꝛth paue with Stone oꝛ Bꝛicke, oꝛ flooze with board any 

Douehouſe oꝛ Doue coat, oꝛ lay the ſame with Lime, Sand, Gꝛauel, oꝛ other thing, wher- 

by the growth and increaſe ofthe Myne of Saltpeter may be hindered oꝛ unpapꝛed but ſhall ſuf- 

fer the Flooꝛe, 02 Gꝛound thereof, to lye open with good and mellow earth, apt to bzeedincreale 
of the ſaid Mine and Saltpeter, and lo continue and keepe the lame. 


2 Hat no Inne keepers, oꝛ others that keepe Stables fo: Trauailers and Paſſengers, 
doe vle any deceitfull meanes v2 deuices, Whereby to deſtrop oꝛ Hinder the growth of 
Saltpeter in thole Stables; And that no Stables at all be pitched, paued, oꝛ grauelled, 

where the hoꝛſe feete vie to ſtand, but planked onelp, noꝛ bee paued, pitched, oz grauelled befoze 

the plankes next the Mangers, but that both plates bee kept and maintained with good and 
mellow earth, fit and apt to bꝛeed and increaſe the Mine of Saltpcter , and lapd with nothing 


which map hurt the lame. 


3. Hat all and euerp luch perfor and perſons, as hauing Heretofoze had auy Doue Houle, 
Douc- coat, oꝛ Stable, Celler oꝛ Mare houſe, which were then good nourceries foꝛ the 
bꝛeed of Mine of Saltpeter, haue ſithence taried out the good Mould from thence, and fil⸗ 

led the place againe with Lime, Gꝛaucll, Sand, Rubbiſh, oꝛ other like Stuffe , oꝛ paued oꝛ floo⸗ 
red the lame, wherby the growth of Saltpeter Mine there hath been decayed o2 deſtroyed, Shal, 
and doe within thꝛee moneths next comming, take vpthe laid Pauements and Boards againe, 
and cary out the ſayd Gꝛaueil, Linie, and offenſiue ſtuffe from thente, and fill the place againe with 
good and mellow earth, fit foꝛ the increaſe of Saltpeter, thꝛee foote deepe at the leaſt, and lo cons» 
tine and keepe the lame foz the bꝛeede of Saltpeter Mine. 


4. Hat no perſon oꝛ perſons,of what degree oꝛ eſtate ſocuer, hall Hinder oꝛ denie any Salt⸗ 
peter-mian, lawfully deputed therennto, in the digging, taking, oꝛ Wozking of any 
Ground, Balles, oꝛ earth, which by Commiſſion may be taken and w2zought foz Salt⸗ 

peter; Noz anyConſtable, oꝛ other Officer, doe, oꝛ ſhall foꝛbeare, oz neglect to furniſh any ſuch 

Salpeter man With conuenient Cariages neceſſary foꝛ his wozke at the paices of foure pencethe 

mile, limited, and allowed, and ſo long as the Saltpeter-men perkoꝛme their vndertakings to Hts 

Maieſtie, in and by His Commiſſton, foꝛ the encouragement of the Daltpeter-nicn in theletimes 

of danger and neteſſitie; And that all and euery Juſtite and Juſitces ofthe Peace, of any County, 

Citie, oꝛ Coꝛpoꝛations, to whom the ſaid Saltpeter-man ſhall add:eſſe himſelfe foꝛ aſſiſtance,doe 

not faile at his and their perils, to take pꝛeſent courſe therein,that His Mateſties Seruite ſuffer 


not by his oꝛ their default. 


5. Hat whenloeuer any old houſe o2 building in London, oz Within thꝛee miles thereof, ſhall 
be pulled downe, and the Earth oꝛ Kubbiſh is to be caried away oꝛ remooued, That be- 
foꝛe any part therot be ſtirred oꝛ remoued, there be notice therof giuen at the Kings ſtoꝛe⸗ 

Houſe foꝛ the making of Saltpeter in Southwarke, and that the Deputy o2 Wozkemenfoz Saltpe⸗ 

ter, doe, and may firſt take ſo much ofthe ſaid Earth oꝛ Rubbiſh , as in their iudgement and expe⸗ 


rience is fitteſt foz Saltpeter koꝛthe Kings Seruite. 


6, Hat no perſon oꝛ perſons, ſhall directly oꝛ indirettly, giue o2 offer to any Saltpeter-ma- 
ker, deputy Saltpeter-man, o2 others imploped about the getting oꝛ making of Saltpe- 
ter, any G2atuity,Beneftit, Hire o2 Reward, Noz any ſuch wozkeman imployed about 

Daltpeter, ſhalltake oz recetue any ſuch G:atuity, Benefit, Hire, oꝛ Reward , foꝛ the ſparing oꝛ 

fozbearingofany ground oz place, which ſhould, oꝛ may be digged oꝛ wꝛought fo: Saltpeter, oꝛ of 

any Cariages thereunto belonging oꝛ foꝛ concealing,o2 not dilcouering of any offcnce oꝛ offences 
committed againſt the true meaning ofthis Pꝛotlamation, oz other wile to the hinderante of this 


Seruice. 


7. Hut no Saltpeter man, who ſhall hereafter vſe and take the Earth, oz Flooꝛe ot any 

Doue houle, oꝛ Doue coat, foz their making of Saltpeter, ſhall digge oz tarie the ſame 

Earth, but in ſuch conuenient time ofthe day, and wozke it in ſuch manner, as may gtue 

leaſt diſturbance and hurt to the Pigeons, and increaſe of their bꝛeede, and in the chiefe times of 

their bꝛeeding, that it be not done aboue two houres in any one day, and that about the middeſt 

ofthe day, when the Pigeons vſe to be abzoad; And ſhall in like ſeaſonable time tarie in the ſayd 
2. 
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Earth after it ſhall be wzought, and ſpꝛead it there, and make flat the Flooze of the ſame Done- 
houſe and Doue toat, and leaue it well and ozderly, accozding to the direction and inſtructions gi⸗ 
Hen by Hts Maieſties Commiſſion, and the Deputation thereupon made. 


$, T Hat all Daltpefer-men , and Wozkers in Daltpeter , after they haue bꝛoken any other 
1 ſoꝛts of Gꝛound, and w2onght ouer the Earth taken from thence, doe, and ſhall after- 
wards, within conuenient time, befoze the remoue of their wozke from thence, fill vpthe 

place againe, and leaue it in ſuch good and oꝛderly caſe as conuenientiy may bee, accozdingtotheir 
inſtructions atozeſaid: And that no owner, oz poſſeſſour of any Douehoule, oꝛ Gꝛounds, ſhall 
Hinder oꝛ diſturbe any woꝛkeman from doing what is pzeſcribedin this, and the next pzecedent 


Article, 


9, 3 Hat no Saltpeter man, oꝛ maker of Saltpeter, doe at any time hereafter tranſpozt oꝛ 
cauſe to bee tranſpoꝛted into the parts beyond the Seas, oꝛ ſell, giue, vtter oꝛ put to ſale, 
oꝛ cauſe to be ſold, vttered, oz put to ſale, within the ſaid Realme oz Dominion, anp Salt⸗ 

peter, made within the ſaidRealme of England, but only to His Mateſttes Stozehouſe, to His Ma- 

ieſties owder maker there; And that no perſon pꝛeſume to buy any Saltpeter made by ver⸗ 
tue of His Maieſties Commiſſion, but his Mateſties Powder maker onely, to whome it ſhall 
not be lawfull to receiue foꝛ any Powder to bee ſold by him to His Mateſties Subiects, aboue 


tenne pente the pound. 


10, Hat no Powder whatloeuer, either made within the Realme, oꝛ impoꝛted from Foꝛ⸗ 
reigne parts, bee hereafter ſold oꝛ vttered within this Realme , oz Dominions a⸗ 
fozeſayd , by any perſon oꝛ perſons, befoze the ſame be firſt tried, pꝛooued, and allowed 

by the ſwozne P2oofe-maſter already appointed, oꝛ to bee appointed and by him marked as 

hath beene heretofoze vled, whereby His Maieſties louing Subiects map take notice of the 
ſoztsof the ſaid GunpoWder, and the goodneſſe thereof, and the vles to which it may moſt aptly 


bee applyed. 


II. Hat no perſon p'eſume o2 attempt to counterfeit the Marke oꝛ Markes, bled, oz to 
bee bled by the ſayd Pꝛoofe · maſter, to the purpoſe afozeſayd , oꝛ doe woꝛke oz put in 
p2actize any fraud, deceit, oꝛ ſleight, by mixing oꝛ mingling any Gunpowder, oz other- 

wile, whereby his Maieſties meaning befoze expꝛeſſed, map be altered, diuerted oꝛ abuſed, 


I2, T Hat the Pzoofe-maſter appointed and to bee appointed, doe diligently attend to doe his 
duety faithfully and truely, in making p2oofe of the laid Gunpowder, and to marke 
none but that which ſhall bee good and lufficient, and anlwerable to the Markes ;And 

that hee take not aboue ſixe pence Fee, foꝛ any Barrell of Powder of one hundzed weight, 

which ſhall by him bee tryed, pꝛooued, and marked, as atozeſayd, and fo pzopoztionably not 


aboue that rate, foꝛ greater oꝛ leſſer quantities. 


All which Articles, and enery of them, His Maieſtie doeth hereby ſtraitlp charge and com- 
mand all manner of perſons of what qualitie ſoener they be,duely to obſerne and fulfill, And all 
Officers and perſons in authoꝛitie, whom it may concerne duely , carefully and diligently ts 
ſee, and cauſe the ſame to bee obſerued , fulfilled and put in execution, as they and euery ofthem 
will auoyd His Maieſties heauy diſpleaſure , and the Cenſure of beeing holden tontemners of 
His Mateſties Royall Commandement, ina matter of highconſequence , foz the publique Ser⸗ 
nice and ſafetie of the State, and vpon ſuch further penalties and puniſhments , as foꝛ exam- 
pleof terrour to others, their contempts and wants ofduety ſhall demerite,and by his Pateſties 
Pzerogatine Royall, oz otherwiſe ſhall bee found fit, in Honour and Juſtice, to bee inflicted 


bpon them. 
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And, koꝛ the better and moꝛe ſpeedie perfoꝛmance of this Seruice, His Mateſties will and 
pleaſure is, That the Officers foꝛ the Oꝛdnante ſhall from time to time take notice ok all ſuch 
Complaints as ſhall be bꝛought vnto them, touching any offence that ſhall bee committed con- 
trary to this Pzoclamatton, either in the neglecting, hindering oz diſturbing this His Maie⸗ 
ſties Seruice, oꝛ in abuſing the Subiett: And that the ſaid Dfficers ok the Oꝛdnante ſhall 
certifie the ſame to his Maieſties Right Truſtie and Right welbeloued Couſin and Eounſelloz, 
George Duke of Buckingham, Lozd high Admirall of England, and to Hts Right Truſtie and wel- 
beloued Couſin and Counſellour , George Earle of Totnes, Malter of the Pzdnance , to whoſe 
ſpectall truſt and care, His Maieſtie hath committed the gouernment of the ſaid bulineſle, 
by Commiſſton vnder the great Seale of England; And that they oz either of them, ſhall from 
time to time ſend foꝛ all offendoꝛs complained of, and tauſe them to be examined by the ſaid Df- 
ficers of the Oꝛdnance; And vpon their repoꝛt take ſuch further oꝛder therein, by referringthe 
offendoꝛs to bee pꝛoſetuted in the high Court of Starre-chamber, oꝛ other wile, as to their wile⸗ 
domes ſhall ſeeme meete; Commanding and authozizing His Maieſties Attournep Generall 
foꝛ the time being, vpon ſuch reference from the laid Duke of Buckingham, oz Earle of Totnes, oz 
other Infoꝛmation giuen vnto him, of any nuldemeanour, committed contrary to the true mea- 
ning ol any the Articles atoꝛeſayd, to pꝛoſecute, and pꝛoteede againſt the ſaid offendozs in the laid 
high Court of Starre-chamber : It being His Pateſties expꝛeſle pleaſure, That ſeuere puniſh- 
ment ſhall be executed vpon all the ſaid offendoꝛs whatſocuer, 


Giuen at Our Court at Amprhell, the three and twentieth day of Iuly, in the third yeere of Our 
Reigne of Great Britaine, France and Ireland. 


God * the King. 
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to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
M. D C. XXVII. 


